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President’s Message 
 ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING 
 

SUNDAY 27th. OCTOBER 2013 
 

2pm 
 

Venue:  The RISE, Maylands 

(for location see overpage) 
 

Guest speaker 
 

MR. SCOTT COWANS 
 

WA-based member of the  
 

ABC Advisory Council 
 

http://about.abc.net.au/who-we-
are/abc-advisory-council/ 

 
The ABC Advisory Council is 

established under the ABC Act to 
provide community input into ABC 

programming.  Our speaker will 
inform you about the role of the 
Council and is interested in your 

feedback. 
 

Don’t miss  
this opportunity  
to have your say! 

 
 

 
Welcome to this edition of the FABC-WA Newsletter.   
 
FABC-WA will be holding its AGM at the end of October (see adjoining box) and 
hoping to form a viable committee.  We are calling for nominations now - please 
see Page 4.  For some years it has been a struggle to constitute a committee.  It is 
important that you are aware that, if we are not able to form a committee on 
27th. October, FABC-WA will cease to exist in its present form.  In that eventuality, 
FABC-WA assets, including our membership list, must be transferred to a not-for-
profit organisation with similar aims (probably FABC-Vic- see under).  WA 
members would still receive a newsletter and other information and, if anybody 
volunteered to organise it, there might still be an occasional event.  On a more 
positive note, with the right committee I believe FABC could play an effective role 
in WA.  A person or persons on the committee with skills and experience in, for 
example, social media and marketing, could make all the difference.   
 
The current committee wants to know what members think about the future of 
FABC-WA once they are informed of the situation.  For this reason, I am outlining 
below the purpose of FABC and other relevant information; and we have included 
a short Questionnaire in this Newsletter which we encourage you to complete 
either on-line here:  http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/P2333X3, or by mail using 
the form on Page 3 of this newsletter.  Important decisions will very likely need to 
be taken soon and we would like your opinion.   
 
First, let’s refresh our memory about the purpose of FABC-WA.  This is stated in its 
Rules of the Association, as follows:- 

(a) To support the maintenance and advancement of the ABC to enable it 
to – 
(i)    fulfil to a high standard its role as an independent and  
        comprehensive national public broadcaster; 
(ii)   be adequately funded by the Commonwealth Government  
        to fulfil its role; 
(iii)  remain independent of Government influence, commercial  
        sponsorship and advertising; and 
iv)  promote Australian culture in all its diversity. 

(b) To carry out any other activities which, in the opinion of the 
Committee, will further the foregoing objects. 

 
The FABC-WA Committee of Management, according to the Rules of the 
Association, is comprised of 4 office bearers (president, VP, treasurer & secretary) 
plus from 2 to 5 ordinary members.  These positions are of course honorary.  To 
answer a frequent question, each new committee makes its own arrangements by 
agreement as to how often to meet, where and when to meet, what functions to 
hold etc.  This year the committee has met about every 4 – 6 weeks. 
 
       Continued overpage 
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President’s Message (Continued) 

FABC-WA operates financially on subscriptions and donations received from 
members.  There is no separate membership fee.  FABC-WA also holds funds 
from a substantial bequest from our late member Pixie Angel.  These funds are 
held in a term deposit and have been accessed only to fund an award in her 
name given annually to a media/journalism student at ECU, and on one 
occasion, to help fund a Victoria-based but nationally focussed paid support 
person (more under).   
 
Nationally, there are Friends of the ABC organisations in most states and 
territories.  In the larger states there are also FABCs outside the capital cities.  
Each FABC is a ‘one-off’ with its own constitution, membership and 
operational arrangements (links to their websites can be found here:  
abcfriendswa.wordpress.com.au).  There have been attempts in the past to 
amalgamate into a single, national body.  For various reasons, these attempts 
have failed.  All these groups are run by volunteers, with one paid position 
only:  FABC-Vic has a part-time paid position performing an invaluable national 
role as Campaign Manager. This person, among other things, keeps all FABCs 

 “Friends of the ABC was pleased to hear 
Tony Abbott’s election-eve promise that 
there will be no cuts to the ABC,” said 
Glenys Stradijot, a spokesperson for 
Friends of the ABC (Vic). 
“We are gratified that the Liberal-National 
Coalition has recognised the respect and 
admiration with which the ABC is held by 
the Australian community. 
“Australia’s independent national 
broadcaster plays a crucial role in the life 
and culture of the country. It's the 
responsibility of politicians of all political 
persuasions to ensure that it thrives. 
“The announcement that a Coalition 
government would not cut the ABC is good 
news which we had been waiting for,” said 
Glenys Stradijot. 
 

informed of matters of concern, seeks and co-ordinates responses to issues as they come up and keeps in touch with the 
political scene in relation to the media and the ABC in particular.  For example, during the recent federal election campaign, 
the Campaign Manager consulted with all FABCs, resulting in a letter and questionnaire on ABC policy being sent in the name 
of each FABC president (depending on location) to political parties, individual MPs, and to candidates around the country 
(more information is on the FABC-Vic website:  http://www.fabc.org.au/).  This is a useful example of how FABCs can work 
together in a co-ordinated and focussed way using a shared resource.   
 
FABC in WA, as is also the case for FABCs around the country, has a declining membership and an urgent need to widen its 
demographic.  With the growth of the internet and instant communications, new opportunities to increase our membership 
and therefore the effectiveness of our ‘voice’ are becoming available.   
 
To re-iterate, the future for FABC-WA is either: 

A) A quorate committee with relevant skills and commitment, and the possibility of more national  
co-operation and shared resources amongst FABCs; or 

B) A WA ‘branch’ of FABC managed from inter-state with no local committee (possibly a ‘WA contact’); or 
C) Nothing 

 

 
Bobbie Mackley 
President FABC-WA 

Members, if you have a new or changed email address 

PLEASE LET FABC-WA KNOW 

Send an email to: fabcwa1@hotmail.com 

VENUE FOR AGM 
 

‘The RISE’, 28 Eighth Avenue Maylands … City of Bayswater’s Recreation and Community Centre (opened last year). 
Marked in the maps below with the letter ‘A’.  We hope you will enjoy visiting this impressive new centre. 

  
Free parking is available at The RISE.  The Midland line train station Maylands is 5 minutes’ walk. 
Guildford Road buses:  48, 55 and 41. 

NB:  There are many good cafés & interesting shops along Eighth Ave & Whatley Crescent near the train station. 

http://www.fabc.org.au/


QUESTIONNAIRE – THE FUTURE OF FRIENDS IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
 
Please complete the questionnaire below and return to FABC either by mail to PO Box 534. Subiaco WA 
6904; or on-line here:  http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/P2333X3, by October 6.  It would also be 
appreciated if you could put your name on the questionnaire to enable the current committee to follow 
through as appropriate. 
 
NAME:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
NB:  For Questions 1-3, please tick as many as apply 
 
1. How do you view the current FABC-WA organisation?: 

i)  As a social group 
ii)  As an activist group 
iii)  As a political organisation 
iv)  As a lobby group 
v)  As part of the ABC 
vi)  Concerned only with state-based issues 
vi)  None of the above 

 
2. How would you feel if FABC-WA ceased to exist in its current form? 

i)  A sense of inevitability 
ii)  Surprised/shocked 
iii)  Indifferent 
iv)  Disappointed 
v)  Annoyed 

 
3. if FABC-WA amalgamated with an inter-state FABC, what would you want to continue? 

i)  Newsletter 
ii)  Events such as guest speakers 
iii) Opportunities for activism 
iv)  Information on issues of concern for the ABC 
v)  Possibility of having an impact on State ABC operations 
vi)  Possibility of having an impact on National ABC operations 

 
Circle either Yes or No for questions 4-10 
 
4.    Is it likely you will nominate for the FABC-WA committee for 2013-2014? YES      NO 

5.   Do you wish FABC-WA to continue to be state-based & independent? YES      NO 
6.   Do you feel FABC-WA could be operated by an inter-state FABC and still meet the  
       expectations of WA members? YES      NO 

7.   Would you be prepared to act as FABC representative for WA in a national FABC  
      structure, or if FABC-WA were managed by an inter-state FABC? YES      NO 

8.   Were you previously aware that FABC-WA holds a substantial bequest? YES      NO 

9.   Would you prefer FABC-WA funds be kept solely or largely for use in WA? YES      NO 
10. Would the funds be better used within a national group? YES      NO 

 
Please make any further comments below. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/P2333X3


 

NOMINATION FORM 
Office Bearers & Committee Members of Friends of the ABC (WA) Inc. 2013/14 

 
Please tick as appropriate:- 
 

President  ………………………............ Vice President ……………………………………… 

   Secretary  ………………………............ Treasurer  ……………………….............................. 

   Committee Member  …………….......... 

 
Name of Nominee:  ………………………………………………….   Signature of Nominee:  ................................................................................. 
 
Proposed by:  Name  ..................................................................    Signature ………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Seconded by:  Name  .................................................................    Signature  ………………………………………………………………….…….. 
 
Please send completed forms to:  The Secretary, Friends of the ABC (WA), PO Box 534, Subiaco, WA, 6094. 
Nominations should be in the hands of the Secretary by 20th. October 2013;however, late nominations can be accepted at the AGM. 
NB:  FABC-WA acknowledges that many members will not be able to obtain signatures of proposers and seconders.  If this is the case,  
        please send in this form without these signatures so that we are aware of your intention.  Signatures can be obtained at the AGM. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP THIS YEAR? 

IF NOT, YOU ARE ONE OF A FAIR NUMBER WHOSE MEMBERSHIP EXPIRED SOME TIME IN 2012 OR 2013. 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND ENCOURAGE YOU TO RENEW NOW. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FABC MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL / GIFT 

Please use this form to become a member or to renew your existing membership.  Your support is vital in our continuing 
campaign for a strong and independent ABC.  Increasing membership is also important to maintain our effectiveness.  Please 
consider a gift membership for someone you know who shares your appreciation of the ABC.  Please note that donations are 
also very welcome.   
 
A reminder there is now a common membership expiry date of 30th. June each year. For those seeking to join, if you join 
between July and December, the full annual amount should be paid.  If you join between January and April, please pay half-
price.  If you join in May and June each year, your membership will continue until 30th. June the following year. 
 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  (Please tick):- 
Single $20  …………...  Single Concession*  $15  …….…….. Family $30  ……….…..  Family Concession**  $20  …………..… 
(*Concessions apply to retirees, students, unwaged ** Two family members must qualify for the Family Concessional rate) 
.. 
Please underline:             M’ship Renewal       New M’ship       Gift M’ship 
 
Optional donation:  $...................    Date:  ………………………………………..……. 
 
Surname:  …………………………………………..  Given Name/s:  ………………………………………………..….  Mr/Mrs/Ms/Dr 
 
Address:  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………  Post Code:  ……..……. 
 
Email Address: ………………………………………………………………………..  Ph:  ………….……………………………..……. 
 
PLEASE SEND A GIFT MEMBERSHIP TO: 
 
Surname:  …………………………………………..  Given Name/s:  ………………………………………………..…  Mr/Mrs/Ms/Dr 
 
Address:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  Post Code:  .………….. 
 
Email Address:  ………………………………………………………………………..  Ph:  …………….………………………………... 
 
 
Please post this form with payment to FABC-WA, PO Box 534, Subiaco, WA, 6904. 
 
Membership can be paid over the Internet.  Details of the bank account are:- 
 
Account name:                                Friends of the ABC (WA) Inc. 
Bendigo Bank 
BSB Number:  633000  Account Number:      120322847 
 
PLEASE LET US KNOW YOU HAVE PAID BY EMAILING:  fabcwa1@hotmail.com.        Thank you! 
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