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President’s Message 
 
Welcome to the FABC-WA Newsletter.  This edition marks a departure from previous newsletters.  In place of NSW’s 
Update and Background Briefing magazines, there is now a national newsletter produced in Victoria.  Our locally 
produced WA Newsletter continues. The NSW magazine (Update and Background Briefing) can still be read on-line 
here:  http://www.fabcnsw.org.au/Update/update_2014/Update2014_4.pdf. 
 
My report on the Friends of the ABC National Conference can be read on the following two pages.  It contains 
important information about the future of Friends in WA and elsewhere around the country.  I also flag a special 
General Meeting of members to be held in the near future. 
 
I regret to advise that Paul Wellington has recently resigned as Treasurer and from the committee.  We thank Paul 
for his contribution to the committee over the past 2 and a half years.  We still have just enough committee 
members to comply with our Rules, but just enough is not really good enough.  I encourage anyone with a little spare 
time to consider joining the Friends committee.  For more information or to volunteer, please email me at 
fabcwa1@hotmail.com. 
 
I am happy to report a much needed increase in membership numbers over the past 6 months.  Many of these new 
members were encouraged to join by existing members.  I hope this will continue.  If anyone would like copies of our 
information brochure to hand out to other groups, family and friends, please email fabcwa1@hotmail.com. 
 
Best wishes, 

 
Bobbie Mackley 
President FABC-WA 

 
Members, if you have a new or changed email address  

PLEASE LET FABC-WA KNOW 
Send an email to: fabcwa1@hotmail.com 

 
 

 

Something YOU can do …… 
 

While watching ABC television, listening to ABC radio, or accessing ABC on-line, have you ever thought 
that there is an imbalance in content and coverage between WA and the Eastern States?  For example, 
while listening to ABC News bulletins on the radio on weekend mornings, do you get annoyed at the 
plethora of local Sydney stories that don’t seem appropriate for a national bulletin?  Do you wonder why 
you never hear similar stories from WA?  How often do you hear on nationally broadcast programs (we 
are not talking here about ABC Local Radio) about Elizabeth Quay, or the new sports stadium, or other 
items similar to the ones we hear about relating to the eastern states?  And how about talent and expert 
opinion from Western Australia?  Are we seeing the same faces all the time; are any of them local to us? 
 
If you hear a good example of the above, on any platform, please let us know by emailing 
fabcwa1@hotmail.com.  We will need to know the name of the program, the channel or station, and the 
date and time you heard or saw it.  In the case of on-line, please send us the link. 
 
If there is enough response, we will compile a report to send to the ABC. 
 
There are more pointers to things you can do in the National Newsletter. 
 
 

http://www.fabcnsw.org.au/Update/update_2014/Update2014_4.pdf
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REPORT ON  
FRIENDS OF THE ABC NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

5TH. & 6TH. February 2014 
Venue:  Office of FABC-Victoria, South Melbourne Town Hall 

 
The following motion was proposed and carried at the FABC-WA AGM held on 27th. October 2013 at The Rise Community 
Centre, Maylands:- 
 

This annual general meeting of FABC-WA, in the interest of a more effective and restructured FABC, recommends the 
committee to:  1) research the viability of working with other FABC groups;  2) discuss options of sharing resources and 
administration and other relevant matters with other FABC groups;  3) report to a special meeting of FABC-WA with a 
recommendation on the future of FABC-WA for consideration. 

 
For the information of our new members and to remind everyone, the viability of an on-going Friends in WA was discussed 
at the AGM.  Declining membership numbers, the increasing difficulty year on year of forming a committee, and a need for 
renewal, were all debated.  I spoke to members about a move to bring interstate FABC organizations more closely 
together and to share resources.  In December FABC-Victoria began organizing a national conference which took place in 
February this year. 
 
The Conference 
It is worth noting here that FABC-Vic is the only state Friends organization which employs staff; they have an office, a part-
time campaign manager (who puts in many more hours than she is paid for) and administrative support.  They are also 
helped in the office by volunteers.  It is logical that FABC-Vic, whilst maintaining their state identity like all other FABCs, 
take on the role of co-ordinating our national focus and output. 
 
The conference was chaired by the president of FABC-Victoria, Gael Barrett, and was attended by two representatives 
from each state.  I attended on behalf of WA together with our Vice-President Lindsay Smith.  It was a lively, informative 
and very worthwhile meeting.  Everyone around the table contributed and most decisions were passed by consensus.  A 
list of Agreed Matters has been prepared.  I list them below together with my comments. 
 
Agreed Matters 
1. Newsletter 

That FABC-Vic produce a 4-page national newsletter three times a year, to which states will add local supplements. 
President’s Comment:  It was the general feeling of all that members do not want a massive publication that they do not have time 
to read.  There will now be a smaller national magazine to which local content will be added.   

 
2. Website 

That FABC-Vic’s website become FABC’s national website and contain clear links to FABC state pages or websites, 
whichever is the preference of each state FABC. 
President’s Comment:  People will be directed to a single Gateway site for all FABCs.  There will be a common page 
for current news and opinion pieces and links to the different state websites, blogs and social media pages where 
issues of local rather than national interest can be covered.   
 

3. Social Media 
i)  That FABC-Vic’s Facebook page become FABC’s national Facebook page, and the page be moderated by an 
     FABC-Vic appointee and an FABC-NSW appointee, and that FABC state and regional Facebook pages be 
     identified as state/regional Facebook pages. 
ii)  That FABC-Vic Twitter be rebadged as an FABC national Twitter presence. 
     President’s Comment:  WA will retain its own Facebook page and Twitter account for information and events of 
     interest in this state and as a platform for the people of WA.  
 

4. FABC Name & Identification 
i)  That FABC gradually change its official name to ‘ABC Friends’, and in the meantime, identify itself as ‘ABC Friends’ 
     while continuing to maintain its official name of ‘Friends of the ABC’. 
ii)  That FABC work to develop a national logo that can also be used with FABC state identification. 
     President’s Comment:  All agreed that a more modern name is required, and that a change of name now, together 
     with a common logo (with state branding) would emphasise our national focus.  A national logo and ‘brand’ will 
     provide economies in design and printing costs of materials such as pamphlets and flyers. 
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5.   National Spokesperson 
      That FABC agrees with the concept of having a national spokesperson if a high profile person who is acceptable to all 
      states can be recruited, and authorises Glenys Stradijot to be FABC national spokesperson in the interim. 
      President’s Comment:  A national spokesperson is a voice for members.  Members are encouraged to suggest people 
       of high community profile for this role.  The ABC has its headquarters in Sydney and is answerable to Federal 
       Parliament in Canberra; it is therefore sensible for the spokesperson to be located in the eastern states. 
 
Other Conference Matters 
There was discussion at the conference regarding a single membership system.  While this remains a topic for further 
investigation, there was no agreement on this occasion.  It is likely that this would be problematic under state legislation.  
If we were to formally amalgamate into a national body, the organisation would come under Federal rather than State 
jurisdiction.   
 

(Special) General Meeting 
 
Part (3) of the motion reproduced on Page 1 requires that we hold a General Meeting and provide members with a 
recommendation for the future of FABC-WA.  This recommendation will deal with the Agreed Matters outlined above.  
Our Rules states that members must have at least 21 days’ notice of a General Meeting and the notice must include those 
matters which are to be put before the General Meeting. 
 
Further, our Rules of Association were put in place in 1997, amended in 1998, and require tidying up and modernising.  
The Committee has determined that both the conference recommendations and changes to the Rules should be put to 
members at this General Meeting.  You will be sent details of the time and venue in the near future.  I hope you will make 
every effort to attend.  It is important that enough members attend to ensure that any resolutions passed are binding. 
 
 

 
 

At Friends’ National Conference, 
Melbourne, February 2014 

 

 
 

 

 

 

JOIN US ON MAY DAY! 
 

Friends will have a stall on the Fremantle 
Esplanade on May Day, attended by members 
of the committee and, so far, one volunteer.  
If you are able to give us an hour or half-hour 
of your time to help at the stall, it would be 

appreciated.  In any case, if you are coming to 
this annual family-oriented event, please 

come and say hello, and please encourage 
your family and friends to do same. 

 

 

Check out FABC-WA’S Blog at www.abcfriendswa.wordpress.com 

http://www.abcfriendswa.wordpress.com/
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MEMBERSHIPS NOW EXPIRE ON 30TH. JUNE 

(unless you subscribed for a further year) 

PLEASE RENEW NOW TO CONTINUE YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

 
 

FABC-WA:  NEW MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL / GIFT 

Please use this form to become a member or to renew your existing membership.  Your support is vital in our continuing campaign for a strong 
and independent ABC.  Increasing membership is also important to maintain our effectiveness.  Please consider a gift membership for someone 
you know who shares your appreciation of the ABC, or pass on a copy of this form.  Please note that donations are also very welcome.   
 
NB:  FABC-WA has a common membership expiry date of 30th. June each year with the following arrangements:- 

• if you join between July and December (in any year), the full annual amount should be paid;  

• If you join between January and April, please pay half the annual amount;   

• If you join in May or June in any year, your membership will continue until 30th. June the following year. 

• New and existing members are welcome to subscribe until 30th. June of the following year by paying an extra  
12 months. 

 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  (Please tick):- 
 
Single $20  …………....…...  Single Concession*  $15  ……….....…….. Family $30  ………….....…..  Family Concession**  $20  …………..…..… 

*Concessions apply to retirees, students, unwaged ** Two family members must qualify for the Family Concessional rate 
Please note that to qualify as ‘Family’, all parties should be living at the same address. 
 
 
Please underline:                  M’ship Renewal      New M’ship   Gift M’ship (see also Gift Form below) 
 
Surname:  ………………………………………….………..  Given Name/s:  ……………………….………..………….………….….  Mr / Mrs / Ms / Dr 
 
Name/s of Family Member/s:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………… 
 
Address:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  Post Code:  ……..………. 
 
Email Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………….  Ph:  ………….……………………………….……. 
 
Optional donation:  $........................                             Date:  ……………………………………..…..…… 
 
 
PLEASE SEND A GIFT MEMBERSHIP TO: 
 
Surname:  ………………………………………..……………..  Given Name/s:  ………………………………………… …………….  Mr / Mrs / Ms / Dr 
 
Address:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….  Post Code:  .…………… 
 
Email Address:  ……………………………………………………………………………………..  Ph:  …………….…………………..…………………..... 
 
 
HOW TO PAY 
 

1) Post this form with your cheque to FABC-WA, PO Box 534, Subiaco, WA, 6904. 
 

2) Pay by Direct Credit at your bank or other financial institution or via on-line banking. 
Details of the FABC-WA bank account are:- 

 
Account name: Friends of the A.B.C. 

 
Bendigo Bank, Bayswater BSB Number: 633000 Account Number: 120322847 

 
 PLEASE NOTE:  The bank record of a Direct Credit payment only provides us with a name.  

IF YOU ARE A NEW MEMBER, it is essential that you advise us of your contact details as per the form above either 

by letter or email (if you cannot print the form, just provide your details as per the form). 

IF YOUR CHEQUE OR ACCOUNT BEARS A NAME OTHER THAN YOUR OWN, you also need to let us know that 

you have paid so that we can identify you! 

Email us at:  fabcwa1@hotmail.com. 

Thank you! 
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