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ABC Friends (WA) Incorporated 

WA Newsletter – Winter 2015 

ABC Friends WA is a not-for-profit community-based incorporated association managed by a committee of volunteers. 
It was established in WA in 1997 to protest at severe government-imposed funding cuts. ABC Friends and Friends of the 
ABC around the country aim to raise awareness of issues affecting the ABC and lobby those with power and influence to 

maintain an independent national broadcaster properly funded to fulfil its Charter. 
 

From the President 

Dear Members and Supporters, 
Attacks on the ABC continue as it struggles to provide a 
comprehensive service, as legislated by its Charter, with 
severely depleted funding.   

National Campaign 
ABC Friends is working on a national campaign to raise 
awareness of the importance to all Australians of an 
independent and properly funded national public broadcaster.  
We want to make sure the ABC is an issue in the lead up to the 
next federal election. In order to be heard, we need funds to 
spread the message and an increased membership to 
strengthen our voice; our aim is get the public to demonstrate 
their support for the ABC. You can find more information on 
the campaign, and donate, at our national website:  
abcfriends.org.au. 

National Conference 
Representatives of ABC Friends organisations from all states 
met in Adelaide last month for a 2 day conference.  We agreed 
on a campaign outline and approved mechanisms for raising 
funds, increasing membership and building up a database of 
ABC supporters. Many of you have already responded 
generously to our request for donations to the National 
Fighting Fund. All past and future donations will be placed in a 
new dedicated bank/Paypal account which will be overseen by 
a sub-committee of 4, from different states (including WA’s 
Terri Brown), to ensure accountability. We have also set up a 
National Campaign Committee (NCC), comprised of the 6 state 
presidents, to guide the campaign and approve expenditure.  
The NCC meets by Skype. 

Friends National Office 
As the only Friends organisation with an office and paid staff, 
ABC Friends Victoria has always been the logical place to host 
the alliance of Friends groups that we call ABC Friends National.  
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
The date of the AGM has now changed 
to SUNDAY 6TH. SEPTEMBER at 1:30pm 
Guest speaker TBA. 
 
Committee 
Please note, the current committee is 
down to only 5 members, one of whom 
is not able to stand for a further term.  
We really hope that there will be 
several of you willing to put up your 
hands to join the committee.  It would 
be a great help to have someone able 
to take an active role looking after our 
Facebook and Twitter accounts and 
our blog site.  Marketing knowledge 
would also be of great assistance 
because of the national campaign.  
With or without those particular skills, 
anyone willing to contribute some 
time, energy and ideas is very 
welcome.  We are in dire need of more 
people on the committee! 
 
For those whose interest may have been 
sparked, it’s worth mentioning that the 
frequency of meetings is a decision of each 
new committee at the start of the term; 
similarly, the time and place of meetings is 
decided by agreement of committee 
members. This year we have met in 
January, March, May and July and have 
been meeting in a room at the ABC. The 
national campaign will require more 
frequent meetings, and we meet next in 
mid-August. We will be considering holding 
some meetings by Skype. 
 
Please email me (address below) if 
you wish to nominate for the 
committee or just want more 
information - we can arrange a chat. 
 
A reminder and a nomination form will 
be sent out nearer to the AGM.  
 
 ASK YOUR FRIENDS TO JOIN  
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Members of long-standing may know Glenys Stradijot 
who managed the office of ABC Friends Victoria, was 
national campaign manager for many years, and has 
also been acting as national spokesperson. I knew 
Glenys from way back, long before I was even a 
member of Friends, but rather was the ‘contact’ inside 
the ABC in Perth. Sadly, Glenys has moved on from 
Friends, resigning a couple of months ago. She tells me 
that she will always do what she can to further the 
cause of the ABC. A motion of appreciation for Glenys 
was passed unanimously at the national conference.   

Your local ABC Friends 
There have also been some recent changes on the WA 
committee, effective until the next AGM (see sidebar). 
Terri Brown has stepped down as Secretary to take 
over the duties of Treasurer from myself, and 
committee member Cathy Bardon is now Secretary. 

Membership Renewals 
There are still many members who have not yet 
renewed their membership. We know that it is very 
easy to overlook things in our busy lives. We do hope 
you will renew your membership if you haven’t 
already done so. Click on this link to join, renew, or for 
further information:-  
https://abcfriendswa.wordpress.com/join-us/. 

I hope you will be able to come along to our AGM in 
August. I should be able to announce our guest 
speaker in the near future.  

Bobbie Mackley 
President 
ABC Friends (WA) Incorporated 

28 July 2015 
 

PHOTOS FROM ABC FRIENDS  NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
CWA House, Kent Town, Adelaide SA - 23 & 24 June 2015 

 

 
L-R: Chris Cartledge NSW, Graeme Connelly Pres VIC, Margaret Reynolds 
Pres TAS, Andrew Johnston SA, Peter Monie Treas VIC, Catherine 
Henderson ACT, Terri Brown Sec WA. 
 

 
L-R: Sandra Kanck Chair, Jessica Knight Pres SA, Mal Hewitt Pres NSW, 
Chris Cartledge NSW, Graeme Connolly Pres VIC, Margaret Reynolds Pres 
TAS. 
 

 
L-R: Catherine Henderson ACT, Terri Brown Sec WA, Bobbie Mackley Pres 
WA, Sharon Perry SA (visitor), Belinda Wright (obscured) Sec TAS, Ross 
McDowell Pres QLD, Dr. Mark Hayes QLD. 
 

 
In response to a press release issued by ABC Friends, ABC-TV News 
Adelaide sent a reporter and camera operator to the conference on 
Wednesday.  Also pictured, Terri Brown WA on 
the left, Belinda Wright TAS, right. 
 
 

Bobbie Mackley Pres WA interviewed 
by ABC journalist. Graeme Connelly 
Pres VIC in background. 

 
 
Photos courtesy Aussie Kanck (Treas SA) 

 
ABC journalist interviews acting national spokesperson 
Margaret Reynolds (Pres TAS).  Looking on: L-R Graeme 
Connelly Pres VIC, Mal Hewitt Pres NSW, Jessica Knight Pres 
SA, Ross McDowell Pres QLD, Bobbie Mackley Pres WA. 
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