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ABC Friends (WA) Incorporated 

WA Newsletter - Spring 2014 
ABC Friends WA is a not-for-profit community-based associated incorporation managed by a committee of volunteers. 

It was established in WA in 1997 to protest at severe government-imposed funding cuts. ABC Friends and Friends of the 
ABC around the country aim to raise awareness of issues affecting the ABC and lobby those with power and influence to 

maintain an independent national broadcaster properly funded to fulfil its Charter. 
 

President’s Report 
Welcome to the Spring WA Newsletter. This newsletter has been delayed while I waited to discover the fall-
out of the deep funding cuts imposed on the national broadcaster. Today, Monday 24th. November 2014, is a 
sad day for all ABC staff throughout the country as they learn, or wait to learn, their fate and the fate of their 
colleagues. It is a sad day for all who care about the ABC.   
Year by year cuts:  
$ 9.1m in 2014;  $30.2m in 2015/16;  $71.4m in 
2016/17;  $65.6m in 2017/18;  $78m in 2018/19. 
A total of $254.3m. 
Cost of redundancies:  $75m in first year. 

Mark Scott said that the cuts, including the loss of 
the Australia Network, are more like 8% than 5% 
and will result in the loss of 400 staff around the 
country, most of them before Christmas. However, 
the ABC will set up a new “regional division” plus a 
$20m digital investment fund in order to secure a 
future for the ABC as media changes. 

Today, 28 ABC staffers in Perth were told that they 
were redundant. This reduces Perth staff to 155 
FTEs only. It’s worth noting that there were 380 
staff in Perth in 2005. 

Next year, and the year after, more staff will go. 
The changes to programming announced today are 
only the start. I outline the major changes below. 
 State editions of the 7:30 program canned, 
     though staff will be retained to provide local  
     stories during the week. 
 Lateline moving to News24 and screening earlier  
    in the evening, probably 9:30pm (that is, in WA,  
    at 6:30pm in summer and at 7:30pm in winter). 
 Radio News bulletins reduced to 5 minutes,  
     excepting the 7:00am and 7:45am bulletins. 
 WAFL & Women’s sport (WNBL & W-League) no  
    longer covered. 
 Radio National programs gone: 360docs, Into  
    The Music, The Weekend Planet, Encounter,  
     Poetica, Hindsight, First Bite, By Design and  
    Bush Telegraph. Nearly half of RN producers to  
    go. RN in Perth down to 2.5 staff. 
 Changes and “efficiencies” to programs Foreign 
    Correspondent, Four Corners, Australian Story,  
    Landline and ABC Fact Check. 
 Restructures in overseas bureaux. 
 ClassicFM to record fewer concerts.  Loss of 1  
    of the 2 positions in Perth. 

 End of TV production in Adelaide, confining it to  
    Sydney and Melbourne only. Perth lost TV  
    production some years ago. 
 Decommissioning of the Outside Broadcast fleet. 
 State Director positions to go.  
 In Perth (& probably other smaller states) the 
    Resources department disbanded. 
 In WA, the Wagin regional station to be closed,  
    plus another 4 in other states. 
 The centralisation of Switchboard operations in 
    Sydney flagged.  

That’s for 2015. The ABC was lean before these 
cuts – it’s hard to imagine how it will manage to 
cut further millions in 2016/17 and beyond. 

There have been cuts in all media outlets, begging 
the question “Why shouldn’t the ABC bear its 
share”. However, in an environment where 
Australian media is owned by less than a handful of 
players, and where experienced investigative 
journalists are few and far between, surely there is 
more need than ever for a strong, vibrant, and 
properly funded non-commercial broadcaster? 

Continued overpage 
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President’s Report – continued from Page 1 

Senator Abetz described these cuts not as a broken 
promise, but as the application of the public service 
efficiency dividend on the ABC. He also said today in 
Parliament that " ... nobody has lost their job”. 

‘Save Our ABC’ events nationally & in Perth 
Last week, culminating on Saturday in Sydney and on 
Sunday in Melbourne, ‘Save Our ABC’ events were 
held around the country and drew large crowds of 
ABC supporters. You can see photos from these 
events on this Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/HandsOffABC. In Perth 
we joined with CPSU and MEAA (the ABC unions) in 
the undercroft of the Perth Town Hall to raise 
awareness of the cuts to the ABC (see photo on Page 
1). Supporters walked through the city handing out 
postcards to send to the Prime Minister and flyers 
directing people to the Town Hall to sign a petition, fill 
in a postcard, write what the ABC means to them on a 
large canvass (pictured above right) which will be 
joined with others from around the country. Over a 
period of two hours hundreds of people came along to 
express their support. Some of them joined Friends!  

Annual General Meeting 2014 

The AGM this year was held in Studio 620 at the ABC 
in Perth. We had a reasonable turn-out of about 30 
members with apologies from a further 14.  
Four special resolutions to change the Rules of 
Association were passed unanimously.  
After thanking last year’s committee, the election of 
office bearers and committee members resulted in 
the filling of 3 of the 4 offices plus four ordinary  
committee members, three new to the committee; 
unfortunately there were no nominations for  

 
‘What the ABC means to me’ – at Perth Town Hall 

 
Treasurer, so I will continue to act in this role. The 
new committee is listed, with photos, here:  
abcfriendswa.wordpress.com/the-committee/. Postal 
readers will find a copy in their envelope. 
Mark Yates, our guest speaker, gave an interesting 
address; unfortunately, in light of the looming cuts, it 
was not such a happy one. There is a synopsis below. 
I urge you to keep up the pressure on our politicians 
by writing, phoning and supporting any future actions 
in this on-going campaign. Spread the word among 
your family, friends and colleagues.  
Regional members - we would be happy to supply 
advice and resources to anyone who would be 
prepared to take action to raise awareness in his or 
her area.  Just send us an email. 

My thanks, and the thanks of the Committee, for your 
continued support. 

Bobbie Mackley 
President 

 
 

Committee member Meg Durston reports 

ABC Friends WA 2014 AGM featured Mr Mark Yates, Acting WA State Director of the ABC, as guest speaker. 
This is a brief synopsis of his presentation: 

Nationally the ABC is not a funding priority for the Federal Government. The fact that the ABC does a good job 
of keeping an eye on the government does, however, mean that it is under constant surveillance. A good 
editorial policy ensures that questions are fair to each side. If the ABC doesn’t hold the government to account, 
who does? 

Financially the ABC is disadvantaged by being the sole non-commercial operator in mainstream media. Of note, 
the ABC receives less funding per head than the BBC. The recent efficiency review into the ABC & SBS was led 
by Peter Lewis, previously the Chief Financial Officer of 7West Media. Budget cuts have a disproportionately larger effect on smaller 
states like WA. In the Perth branch of the ABC, there has been a drop in staff numbers from 380 to 180 since the move to the new 
building in East Perth in 2005. The Perth branch used to make a considerable contribution to ABC finances through the hiring out of 
outside broadcast vans and the skilled team of staff operating them. This has now gone as the vans and equipment have not been 
replaced or upgraded to suit modern digital requirements.  

Coming off this low base the WA branch struggles to get its product out nationally. In TV, content produced internally has always 
struggled to get a national broadcast slot. The relevance of state-produced ‘7:30’ programs is constantly questioned and is under 
scrutiny. 

Today, in order to maximise exposure of ABC content, viewers and listeners must be redirected to alternative on-line platforms. 
Currently the ABC holds a 25% “market share” of on-line news. It needs 40% for a strong digital presence.  

I’ll close my summary with the answer Mark gave to the question: “So what can we do to help the ABC?” He said we must hold 
politicians personally accountable – let them know the ABC is important to us – we will vote according to how they treat it.   
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