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ABC Friends (WA) Incorporated 

WA Newsletter - Autumn 2015 
ABC Friends WA is a not-for-profit community-based associated incorporation managed by a committee of volunteers. 

It was established in WA in 1997 to protest at severe government-imposed funding cuts. ABC Friends and Friends of the 
ABC around the country aim to raise awareness of issues affecting the ABC and lobby those with power and influence to 

maintain an independent national broadcaster properly funded to fulfil its Charter. 
 

From the President 

Welcome to the Autumn 2015 ABC Friends WA Newsletter.  

Issue 47 of Friends’ national newsletter News & Views can be read on-line here:   
http://www.abcfriends.org.au/national-newsletter.html.   
 

ABC Board function 
 I was invited to a function at the ABC on Wednesday, 15th. April in Studio 620 (the 
large music studio on the ground floor, the location of our last AGM) to “welcome the 
ABC Board to Perth”.  Following an introduction by Mark Yates, Acting WA State Director 
(for another couple of months, until the position is abolished), there were short speeches 
from ABC Chairman The Hon James Spigelman AC QC, and from Managing Director Mark 
Scott.  After that, attendees were free to circulate.  
 I spoke first with ABC Board member Dr. Fiona Stanley who thanked me for my 
“very good letter” to Mark Scott sent in February this year (see our blog), and she 
confirmed that it had been seen by the whole Board.  She introduced me to Chair James 
Spigelman, and I also spoke with Board members Steven Skala and Peter Lewis, staff-
elected director Matt Peacock, and James Curtis, a WA-based member of the ABC’s 
Advisory Council.  I also spoke with Alannah MacTiernan, federal MP for Perth, and state 
Leader of the Opposition Mark McGowan who both took note of my comments; Ms 
MacTiernan has asked me to get in touch to discuss further (which I have done). 
 When speaking with those named above, and others, I lamented the diminished 
profile of the ABC Perth Centre and pointed out that while there was much discussion 
about the ABC’s presence in regional areas, there was very little about the smaller ABC 
capital city centres which have suffered severely under previous and present funding cuts 
as the ABC has bunkered down in Sydney. 
 I specifically asked MD Mark Scott why there were now only 2 full-time and one 
part-time Radio National program makers still working in Perth when it was no more 
expensive to employ a radio broadcaster or producer in Perth than in Sydney.  His rather 
terse response, in my opinion, demonstrated the depth of his concern. 
 

Departing ABC staff 
 A few weeks ago I attended the farewell for Radio National broadcaster Doug 
Spencer.  Music lovers amongst you may have listened to his show The Weekend Planet 
which featured the best music from many genres and from all parts of the world.  Doug’s 
knowledge of music and musicians is legendary inside and outside the ABC.  Most 
recently, Doug has been reporting from Perth for RN’s Books & Arts Daily; he is not being 
replaced.  Doug has taken an involuntary redundancy, as a direct result of the ABC’s 
funding cuts, after 38 years’ employment.  Whether this redundancy, and many others 
like it, was a well thought out, cost-efficient move on the part of the ABC, is a matter of 
opinion.   
 Last week I also went to the farewell of Alan Knight, and those of you who listen to 
ABC Radio News will, I’m sure, be lamenting the loss of his mellifluous tones and perfect 
pronunciation on ABC airways.  There have been at least 28 redundancies in Perth as a 
result of the various cuts of last year. 
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Continued from front page 
 Outside Sydney, the ABC no longer employs receptionists and 
telephonists.  See the photos top right of Page 1 for the replacement set-up 
for visitors to the ABC in Perth.  Switchboard operations have been 
centralised in Sydney.  The ABC has sacrificed contact with its main 
stakeholders – the people of Australia – in order to save the cost of a few 
lower level positions. 
 The second floor of the custom-built ABC building in Perth (opened 
with fanfare in 2005) is being cleared of ABC staff so that it can be leased to 
another enterprise (rumoured to be ScreenWest).  I also learned last week 
that the lighting desk has been removed from the large TV studio, Studio 
61, and sent to Melbourne.  This makes any TV production – indeed any 
event that involves special lighting (such as Local Radio forums) - in that 
space impossible.   
 I hope you will use any opportunity that comes your way to protest 
at the ABC’s attitude towards and treatment of its once vibrant smaller 
centres.  It is not enough to blame it on the funding cuts:  the centralisation 
of the ABC in Sydney began years ago. 
 
The Friends WA Committee 
 If you are a person who believes that a properly funded and 
independent national public broadcaster is essential, and you have some 
energy to spare, I urge you to nominate for the committee come the AGM 
in September.  Fresh faces mean new ideas, opinions and skills to help us 
operate effectively.  If you have what it takes and want to make a 
difference, please activate yourself by joining our committee!  Being a 
committee member is, of course, on an entirely voluntary basis. 
 
Members raising Awareness 
 Wherever you live, if you would like to help raise awareness of ABC 
issues in your own area and/or circle, we are very happy to supply you with 
materials and advice.  We welcome people living outside Perth taking on an 
active role on behalf of ABC Friends in their local community.  Please send 
an email (address below)  if you are interested. 
 
Monitoring of ABC output 
 As the ABC continues to centralise functions and program production 
(both Radio and TV) in Sydney, we want to know what you think of 
coverage of Western Australian events and issues. 
 We are currently monitoring the output of the 7.30 program for WA 
content.  It is not possible for us to watch or listen to every ABC program, 
so if you wish to help by letting us know about individual instances that 
come to your attention, or by monitoring one of the programs you 
consume regularly, we would be very pleased to hear from you. 
 

Bobbie Mackley 
President 
April 2015 
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SPECIAL 
NOTICES 
MAY DAY FESTIVAL 

Sunday 3rd. May - Fremantle Esplanade 
 

The Festival begins around 11am and 
continues throughout the afternoon.  
The March begins at 12 noon. 

A family friendly event with rides and 
displays for children, as well as live 
music, food stalls and a bar area. 
 

Volunteers for our stall  
(30 minutes or more of your time) 

are very welcome.   
 

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
We have set this important event for  
Sunday 13 September (afternoon).   
Venue TBA.  Please put in your diaries. 
 

The AGM will elect office holders and 
committee members for a 12 month 
term.  All positions will be open for 
nominations.  We encourage you to put 
your hand up to be president, vice-
president, secretary, treasurer or 
ordinary committee member.  Fresh 
energy and ideas will help us 
withstand the serious threats to the 
future of the ABC.  Send an email to 
wa@abcfriends.org.au if you’d like 
further information.  Always happy to 
speak to anyone showing interest!! 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

Most membership subscriptions will 
expire on 30th. June 2015 (unless you 
have subscribed for two years expiring 
in 2016).   

There will be a further reminder by 
email in early June. 

However, if you want to get in early, 
please click on this link to join, renew, 
and for further information:-  
https://abcfriendswa.wordpress.com/
join-us/. 

Renewal forms are included in the 
envelope for those members who 
receive the newsletter by post. 

 
 ASK YOUR FRIENDS TO JOIN  
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